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actions and the environment sufficiently to solve the many
daily problems that are real and important to him.
Cause and effect relationships are discovered in a number
of ways. Building and other types of construction furnish
certain opportunities. For example, a four-year-old was
building a house of boxes which the wind blew down. He
showed appreciation of cause and effect when he said, "If
the wind blows it over again, will we have to stop building?"
Much of the thinking of preschool children consists in see-
ing that a certain situation produces a certain result, that
certain people have certain relationships to them, and that
certain objects are used in characteristic ways. A four-year-
old boy in a swing saw that a wagon was in the way. If he
swung higher, he would hit it. When he saw the relation-
ship between the wagon and the swing, he pushed the wagon
away. A child two years six months old, seeing his father
picking peas, said, "Tom away?" Tom was the gardener
who usually brought in the vegetables. The child may
have reached the conclusion that because his father was
doing this work the gardener was away. "What's it for?" is
always on the tip of the four-year-old's tongue. He not only
wants to know what this table and that boat are for, but
what "that old man" and "that little girl" are for.
Faulty reasoning is due to lack of experience rather than
to lack of development of the sense organs, since touch,
taste, sight, hearing, and seeing are almost as keen as they
ever will be. Examples of erroneous reasoning are fre-
quently observed. Tiedemann reports that his child of two
years and nine months said one evening when he no longer
saw the sun in the sky, "The sun has gone to bed; tomorrow
he will get up again, drink his tea, and eat his bread and
butter," A more mature type of reasoning was shown by a
boy four years old who said, "Well, when I am grown-up,
I won't live here any more. Ill have to go down town and
live with the other grown-up mens." Another time when
his mother told him that there were some poor children
who could not take baths so easily, he said, "Where are they?
Are they in the country? Well, then, you drive out there